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A message from Si, our vicar: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 
How should we worship when we gather together? Let me say that the most important consideration is our heart. Some of us will prefer to stand still and yet have a heart that is full of awe and praise to God, while others will lift their hands in worship and move with the music! Those who tend to be demonstrative can take comfort in 1 Timothy 2:8 about lifting up holy hands. If you would like to raise your hands, feel free! If you prefer to worship in stillness, that is equally as welcome. 
 
Sometimes such a decision will be dependent upon the season we are in, whether we are rejoicing or grieving. Sometimes it is simply influenced by our personality or experiences. Whatever the case, we must not fear what people think, because fear of people is a snare to us and instead we must trust God (Proverbs 29:25). He is the one who sees the heart.
 
It seems to me that we are blessed with different personality types, cultures and experiences here. The consideration of others, is that we seek the good of others in the church family and desire their edification; avoiding selfishness. Our approach to God is that we retain our reverence, but I don't believe this means bypassing all our personality or culture! The New Testament Church was diverse and that was its beauty, because it proclaimed a God who saved all kinds of people. 
 
The way we structure our worship at St John's, is an (imperfect) attempt to try and provide space for people to do these things well. We have some lively singing and some reflective singing. We have some set prayers and some extemporary (unplanned) prayers. We have some silence and we have some noise. We are far from perfect at St John's, but what I'm trying to say is that there is room for you!!
 
This Week's Bible Reading:
John 1:43-51 Angels ascending and descending & Psalm 40:10-13

The Collect:
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
Teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit
reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever.
 
What's On This Week:
Sunday 8th 9.00am:  Holy Communion Service (& refreshments in the lounge afterwards)
Sunday 8th 11.00am: Morning Service with The Lords Supper (& refreshments in the hall afterwards) Children groups for age 3-11 and children are welcome to stay in the service. There is also a relay in the lounge for parents to take their child to if desired. 
Sunday 8th 8.30pm Zoom Prayer Meeting for half an hour. Everyone is welcome to join us for this; there is no pressure to pray out loud. The zoom meeting link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85963653180

Monday 10am - Ladies Bible Study
Monday 6.30pm CYFA
Tuesday 6.15pm Explorers and 7.30pm Pathfinders
Midweek Home Bible Study Groups - See Karl Turner for details
Wednesday 10.30am: Mums bible study
Thursday 7pm AEM meeting

Catch Up:
If you miss the Sunday sermon, you can watch a video of it on the St Johns YouTube Channel.  It's usually uploaded on a Monday. 

Dates for your Diary:
12th February 7pm: Albanian Evangelical Mission Meeting
21st February Rooted Disciples session 2 
24th February: Chinese New Year Celebration Event
23rd March 7.30pm St John's AGM
7-10th April 26: Football School
23rd April Leprosy Mission Meeting
13th June: Text to talk training for preparing bible talks

News:
Albanian Evangelical Mission
Fiona from our mission partners at the Albanian Evangelical Mission will be here on the 12th February to update us on their valuable work.  Do please plan to come along and support her.

Electoral Roll
We will be amending and republishing the electoral roll in the weeks preceding the AGM.  Could I ask you to check whether you are happy with your current status and amend it if needed before the 22nd February.  Applications to join the electoral roll will then close for a period of 2 weeks so that the roll can be updated and will be republished on the 8th March. 
It is very easy to check if you are on the electoral roll if you a member of the church HUBB and even easier if you have the app.  
App:
Open the app
Login
Click account
Click electoral roll. 
It will tell you whether you are on the roll or not. 
 
Website:
Open the website stjohnshensingham.org.uk
login
click my area
click electoral roll.
It will tell you whether you are on the electoral roll. 
 
In either of the above methods, you can make changes very simply. If you are not on the electoral roll, there is an option to 'click to join' and if you are on the electoral roll and have left St John's, there is an option to 'leave'.

If you do not have access to a computer, you can still join the electoral roll manually.  There are printed application forms at the back of church. Please complete and return to Sue Lane in the office. 

Rooted Disciples
Our 2nd session of the series is scheduled for the 21st February - don't forget to book your place with Sue via office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk

Mexico
Praise God for His wonderful blessings.  So far, the Mexico fundraising activities have raised a whopping £14,537.68 and the team are still encouraging donations right up until they go.  God is so good! I have a special message from the Mexico team.  They would like to thank you all so much for your support and say "Seeing the body of Christ come together to support us and others too is mind blowing. We are so grateful and appreciate all the effort that people have put into the ministry.  Yes, it's us going to do the building, but our team consists of all who have contributed.  It wouldn't be possible for this to happen if people didn't give in finances and prayer.  Glory be to God."
If you haven't donated yet and you would like to, the details, including how to gift aid, can be found on the church noticeboard. 

Football School 2026 - Call for volunteers. 
From Tuesday 7th April to Friday 10th April we will be running Football School for 7 to 11s. It's a holiday club for children to hear about Jesus, and to be coached in and play football. It's a great witness to our community but we need your help to run it. Please consider volunteering as a 'coach' interacting with the kids or as part of the cafe team. But don't be put off by the term 'coach' - all the football bits are led from the front. We just want people who are excited to tell people about Jesus, and can make it fun. Please get in touch with Rob Mayhew or Jo Little if you want to know more. 

Training
Do you prepare or deliver bible talks?  Ian Somasundram is coming to St John's in June for a training session to help guide you from receipt of a bible passage to preparing and delivering a talk. Booking is essential via office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk or speak to Sue Lane. 

Chinese New Year 
The Chinese New Year event will take place on the 24th February from 11.30am  to 2.30pm.  Members of the congregation who have Chinese friends or contacts—through work, school, or other connections—can forward an invitation on our behalf.  If you have any unwanted gifts that you would be happy to donate to the prize draw at the event, please speak to Jema Chan.  

Women's Voices
The PCC would love to hear about women's experiences at St John's.  A survey has been created by the PCC and will be available at the back of church for completion until the 8th Feb.  You can complete it anonymously or add your details if you would like to chat further.   

Volunteering Opportunities: 
Our Passionate Disciples vision has 3 aims:
1 Enjoying God from His Word - Love for God is the foundation of everything
2 Loving One Another
3 Sharing God's word
It is with joy and passion that we bring our different skills and talents together to build the church and deliver these aims.  The church is shaped by all of us - that includes you - so please feel welcomed and supported to use your skills.  Chat to Sue at office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk to discover where you can join in.  

Please pray for:
 Jenny Wong, Joyce & David Maudling, Phil Holland, Emily Lane and Thelma Toman .
 - The family and friends of Mary Shaw whose funeral will be held at St John's at 9.30am on the 11th February
 - The Lam project.  see lamproject.org

Praise God for:
A successful and enjoyable fundraising evening by the Mexico team.  

Pastoral Visits
Si and the pastoral visiting team are available to visit you at home, or elsewhere if you prefer.  Pastoral care is very important to us, so please don't be afraid to ask for a visit.  To organise a visit, please get in touch with Sue on 07563473620 or office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk

Useful contact details:
Sue Lane, Church Coordinator, office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 07563473620
Si Walker, Vicar, simon@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 0194663797
Heather Naylor, safeguarding officer, safeguarding@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 07718961077
Tim Naylor, treasurer, treasurer@stjohnshensingham.org.uk
Ann Christian, warden, ann@stjohnshensingham.org.uk
Rich Davey, warden, rich@stjohnshensingham.org.uk

Our Mission Community partner churches:
Church on the Moor (Cleator Moor):  www.churchonthemoor.com
St Andrew's Church (Mirehouse):  www.standrewsmirehouse.co.uk
St Bridget's Church (Moresby):  www.stbridgetsmoresby.com

Mission Community Events website:
https://www.churchonthemoor.com/mc-events
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