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A message from Si, our vicar: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Next week is Holy Week where we move from the cheering crowds, to those crying 'crucify him!' and then to the resurrection. We take time out from our frantic world to think of Christ's sufferings for humanity and draw sweetness from the gospel. Do you remember that Samson took honey from the carcass of the dead lion? (A strange story for sure in Judges 14.) We also find that the place of death becomes a source of life and nourishment. 
It is not about being sombre in the hope that we can automatically generate the right emotions. Rather, it is a careful thinking upon the truths of Scripture and asking God to make us 'partakers of his resurrection through the same Jesus Christ our Lord' (Collect for the Sunday before Easter). This He delights to do for those who draw near with faith. 
We might ask ourselves, are these historical events real to me? If they still don't feel real, why not watch this introductory video?
May the Lord use these next few days of 'death to life' for his glory. 

This Week's Bible Reading:
John 12:12 -19 The King arrives and Psalm 97:10-13

The Collect:
Almighty and everlasting God,
you hate nothing that you have made
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts
that we, worthily lamenting our sins
and acknowledging our wretchedness,
may receive from you, the God of all mercy,
perfect remission and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 
What's On This Week:
Saturday 28th  11am: Chinese Bible Study

Sunday 29th 9.00am:  Holy Communion Service (& refreshments in the lounge afterwards)
Sunday 29th 11.00am: Morning Service (& refreshments in the hall afterwards).  Adventurers is running for 3-7s but there is no Springboard this week for 7-11s.   Children are welcome to stay in the service and there is also a relay in the lounge for parents to take their child to if desired. 
Sunday 29th 8.30pm Zoom Prayer Meeting for half an hour. Please can I encourage you to join us for this; there is no pressure to pray out loud. The zoom meeting link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85963653180

Please note that CYFA, Explorers, Pathfinders and Mums bible study are taking a break for Easter.  Groups will resume week commencing 13th April.
For bible study groups, please see Karl Turner. 

Catch Up:
If you miss the Sunday sermon, you can watch a video of it on the St Johns YouTube Channel.  It's usually uploaded on a Monday. 

Dates for your Diary:
2nd April 6pm - Maundy Thursday
3rd April 10.30am - Good Friday 
7-10th April: Football School
23rd April: Leprosy Mission Meeting
21st June: Confirmation service at St Andrews

News:
Online News:  In an attempt to reduce the size of the newsletter, we've moved some news online.  Please access it using this link to read about an upcoming confirmation service, the next session of Rooted disciples (please book), Knit & Natter, Filming in church, Financial giving update and a training day for those preparing bible talks.

 - Easter Flowers - A plate will be available at the back of church for anyone wishing to contribute financially to flowers for our Easter services.  
 - Clocks go forward this weekend.  Thank you to Andrew for the reminder! 
 - If you would like to catch up on the notes from the previous 3 Rooted Disciples sessions, you can find them on the website

Working Together:
Do you have a couple of hours to spare every couple of months? We are looking for some extra people to help with cleaning the hall and kitchen.  You'd join a rota and would clean the hall and kitchen once every couple of months.  The time of day that you choose to clean can be very flexible, (depending on having someone available to lock/unlock the building).    Please contact Sue via office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk if you are able to help.  

Please pray for:
Jenny Wong, Joyce & David Maudling, Phil Holland, Emily Lane and Thelma Toman.

Pastoral Visits
Si and the pastoral visiting team are available to visit you at home, or elsewhere if you prefer.  Pastoral care is very important to us, so please don't be afraid to ask for a visit.  To organise a visit, please get in touch with Sue on 07563473620 or office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk

Useful contact details:
Sue Lane, Church Coordinator, office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 07563473620
Si Walker, Vicar, simon@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 0194663797
Heather Naylor, safeguarding officer, safeguarding@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 07718961077
Tim Naylor, treasurer, treasurer@stjohnshensingham.org.uk
Ann Christian, warden, ann@stjohnshensingham.org.uk
Rich Davey, warden, rich@stjohnshensingham.org.uk

Our Mission Community partner churches:
Church on the Moor (Cleator Moor):  www.churchonthemoor.com
St Andrew's Church (Mirehouse):  www.standrewsmirehouse.co.uk
St Bridget's Church (Moresby):  www.stbridgetsmoresby.com

Mission Community Events website:
https://www.churchonthemoor.com/mc-events
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