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A message from Si, our vicar: 
Dear Friends,
I realise we haven't arrived yet, but I would like to wish you abundant joy in Christ this Easter! I hope that you can join us for the special times of worship that we have in the next few days. Together we will join with angels and archangels in praising the risen Jesus and giving God the glory. May the gospel not only transform your view of death, but as a believer in Christ, would it cause every area of your life to be invaded with hope. As we shall sing on Easter day, 'Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son!'

This Week's Bible Reading:
John 20:1-18 'I have seen the Lord!' and Psalm 24

The Collect:
Almighty God,
through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
you have overcome death
and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
Grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
 
What's On This Week:
2nd April 6pm Maundy Thursday Service
3rd April 10:30am Good Friday Service

Easter Sunday 5th 9.00am:  Holy Communion Service (& refreshments in the lounge afterwards)
Easter Sunday 5th 11.00am: All Age Easter Celebration Service with the Lords Supper (& refreshments in the hall afterwards) Children are welcome to stay in the service and there is also a relay in the lounge for parents to take their child to if desired. 
Sunday 5th 7.30pm  Prayer Meeting in the church lounge

Most midweek groups are taking a break for the holidays. See your group leaders for details

Catch Up:
If you miss the Sunday sermon, you can watch a video of it on the St Johns YouTube Channel.  It's usually uploaded on a Monday. 

Dates for your Diary:
2nd April 6pm - Maundy Thursday
3rd April 10.30am - Good Friday 
7-10th April: Football School
23rd April: Leprosy Mission Meeting
14th May Ascension Day Service at St Bridgets
21st June: Confirmation service at St Andrews

News:
 - We are beginning to organise some confirmation preparation sessions for those people wishing to be confirmed in June.  Please could you contact Sue if you would like to be confirmed on the 21st June and haven't already let us know. 
 - As of 1st April, the church office opening hours are  9-5 Monday to Friday.  

Football School
Next week is Football School. Will you please join the troops and pray? If you feel able to set a little reminder on your phone and pray for the leaders and children, we would so appreciate it. 
When we pray, we are workers for the Lord. Housebound or positioned on the side-lines of the pitch, it means we can all participate. 
It is possible that a child who attends could have their life changed by the whole experience. Or perhaps a new family will join the church because of it. Maybe a fruitful worker will be formed who becomes an ambassador for Christ in West Cumbria. All these things are possible and more. These are the things we hope for!
"... with God all things are possible" (Matthew 19:26). This was the reminder given by Jesus to his listeners, when considering if a rich person could be saved. God is able to redeem those who come. 

Bible Readings in Church
We are transitioning to occasionally having three readings in church (Old Testament, Psalm and New Testament). This won't be every week. It may feel strange to begin with, but 1 Timothy 4:13 emphasises the 'public reading of Scripture' as of value alongside preaching and so I encourage us to see it as a healthy part of our worship. Sue will be in touch to give readers some guidance. 

Working Together: 
Thank you to all of you who have pulled together to deliver our extra Easter Services - enabling us to join together on Thursday with the mission community in remembering the last supper; remembering the sacrifice at the cross on Good Friday and celebrating the glorious victory over death in our Sunday Service. 

Please pray for:
 - All those suffering illness and loss - especially Jean Mainey, Joyce and David Maudling, Thelma Toman, Jenny Wong, Phil Holland and Emily Lane. 
- Julie Garrity and her mum Rose, as they mourn the loss of her father, Thomas William Morris.  
 - The Albanian Evangelical Mission

Praise God for:
Our risen king. Death has no hold on me.  Jesus, yours is the victory. Hallelujah! 

Pastoral Visiting:
Si and the pastoral visiting team are available to visit you at home, or elsewhere if you prefer.  Pastoral care is very important to us, so please don't be afraid to ask for a visit.  To organise a visit, please get in touch with Sue on 07563473620 or office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk

Useful contact details:
Sue Lane, Church Coordinator, office@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 07563473620
Si Walker, Vicar, simon@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 0194663797
Heather Naylor, safeguarding officer, safeguarding@stjohnshensingham.org.uk, 07718961077
Tim Naylor, treasurer, treasurer@stjohnshensingham.org.uk
Ann Christian, warden, ann@stjohnshensingham.org.uk
Rich Davey, warden, rich@stjohnshensingham.org.uk

Our Mission Community partner churches:
Church on the Moor (Cleator Moor):  www.churchonthemoor.com
St Andrew's Church (Mirehouse):  www.standrewsmirehouse.co.uk
St Bridget's Church (Moresby):  www.stbridgetsmoresby.com
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